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he residence has two wings of three stories 
each, which  provide dormitory accommodation 
with bathrooms, kitchenettes, social spaces 

and a warden’s flat.

The residence is called New Hall 6 as the last six 
residences have been designed according to the Rhodes 
University’s architectural style of face brick with red tiled 
roofs. It is situated behind three residences, housing 
260 students, which were opened in 2011. 

MBB Consulting Engineers undertook the civil and 
structural engineering design for this building, as well 
as the three residences in front.   

The project also involved designing an extension to the 
existing paved access road, walkways and courtyards, 
which cover about 1.3km, as well as designing the 
storm water run-off system, water supply and sewage 
network. MBB also planned and implemented building 
platforms and the building’s structural skeleton.  

“The design was fast-tracked, to half the normal time, in 
order to complete the tender process by the end of 2012. 
This enabled the project team to hand the site over to 
the contractor in mid January 2013 for occupation by 
the 2014 intake of undergraduates.  

“The paving for walkways and courtyards was 
approximately 490m2 and interlocking paving stones 
were used for the access road and parking that cover 
about 820m2,” commented Peter Ellis, MD of MBB.

Two challenges presented by the project were the 
significant quantities of large rocks on site, some of 
which have been used in landscaping, and the extreme 
gradient of the land.  

“An extensive geo-technical survey was carried out, 
which showed that sandstone bedrock – the founding 
material – was either exposed or about half a metre 
under a clay horizon.  The professional team decided 
that the most cost effective solution was to construct a 
suspended ground floor slab.  The space underneath is 
used for storage and housing mechanical equipment,” 
concluded Ellis.
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The newest 
residence at 

Rhodes University 
is now home to 

87 students.  

Students get more 

Left: Some of the large rocks have been 
incorporated in the landscaping.

Below: About 1,3km of roads, walkways 
and courtyards have been paved with 
interlocking paving stones.

Left: Large rocks had to be cleared from site 
before building the new residence.
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n the last edition of Focus Brief we asked 
people to donate books for the Mount 
Frere Library and were delighted by the 

positive response. We would like to thank 
everyone who has taken the time and effort 
to collect books.   In some cases, companies 
encouraged employees to support the 
initiative, amassing substantial numbers 
of books.  In total, about 1,500 books were 
collected and will be finding their way to the 
remote library in due course.

This is the first functional library within a 
100 km radius of Mount Frere, a rural village 
about 130 km north of Umtata, in the Eastern 
Cape.  Originally, ACER collected funds and 
books which allowed the library to open its 
doors in April with 4,000 books on its shelves.   

Businesses and shops line the main street, 
where the library is located, which serves a 
scattered population of about 8,000 people.   
The majority had never used a library before, 
however, within the first six weeks of operation 
it attracted about 450 people.   A few months 
later, news of the library has spread and its 
membership has grown to 650 with a steady 
stream of new members each month. 

Bongi Shinga, director of ACER (Africa) 
Environmental Management Consultants, 
headed the book campaign. “This was an 
ideal opportunity to improve education in 
general, and reading and writing skills, in 
particular,” commented Bongi. “Another 
objective was to promote a culture of reading 
amongst all the people in the area. 

“Currently, most of the library’s users are 
school children, and learners from the Ingwe 
Further Education and Training College and 
UNISA.  Thank you to everyone who took part 
in the book drive.  Your contribution will make 
a huge difference to learners and people in 
general in this isolated area.”  

     TOURIST FACILITY AT

Cannon Rocks
Construction recommenced on Monday 
11 August on the Cannon Rocks 
accommodation and function facility which 
will be maintained, marketed and managed 
by a public and private sector partnership. 

A lack of funds halted work in July 2013.  
However, during November last year the 
Director General, Kingsley Makhubela, 
of the National Department of Tourism, 
representatives of the Ndlambe 
Municipality and Pravesh Nosib, Project 
Manager for MBB Consulting Engineers, 
met on site to discuss a way forward. 
During this meeting the original plans were 
reviewed and improved. 

“At the beginning of August, MBB received 
funding from the National Department of 
Tourism to continue the implementation 
of the project.  The original group of sub-
contractors has been reappointed and 
plans drawn up for the additions to the 
project,” commented Pravesh Nosib.  

The multifunction Ndlambe Tourism Facility 
can be used for family holidays, company 
retreats, weddings or any number of other 
activities.  It is about 5km from the small 
town of Cannon Rocks and the area is 
popular with kite surfers, kite boarders, 
anglers and those who enjoy peaceful and 
unspoilt beaches.

“The facility consists of five chalets, each 
housing two units which sleep two and four, 
respectively.  Alternatively, these can easily 
be converted into one large chalet which 
can accommodate 6 people.  Each unit has 
bedrooms, an open plan kitchen and living 
area, a bathroom and braai area.  One of 
the chalets will be especially equipped for 
the disabled with wheel chair ramps and 
special fittings.  Four of the chalets are 
about 90% completed.

“The conference or function facility, which will 
also have a kitchen, is able to accommodate 
50 to 70 people; this is approximately 80% 
finished. Work has also begun on walkways 
and a parking area, which will have covered 
carports for shaded parking. The drive way is 
finished and the guard house, with ablution 
facilities and refuse room, is about 85% 
complete.  It is hoped that the project will 
be completed by November or December,” 
concludes Pravesh. 

Originally, there were three municipal 
houses on the site, two of which have been 
renovated into chalets and one extended 
into the conference or function room.  Due 
to the ideal location, a mere 50 meters 
from the beach, it made sense to convert 
these houses into a tourist facility.  Cannon 
Rocks is a popular tourist destination, 
situated 30km to the east of Port Alfred, 
and within easy driving distance from Port 
Elizabeth and East London. 
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Children experience the joy that books can 
bring at the library.

Above: The entrance 
to Cannon Rocks 
accommodation and 
conference facility.

Left: Three of the 
chalets nearing 
completion at 
Cannon Rocks.


