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lick’s family, friends and co-workers 
describe him as a man who was passionate 
about life, work and people. He was 

kind, compassionate, generous, helpful, intelligent, 
wise, witty, adventurous, humble, a true leader and 
outstanding teacher. Honourable, courageous, hard-
working, honest, professional, fair minded, gracious 
and a gentleman of tolerant and open mind also 
describe this extraordinary man.   

His interests were diverse and far reaching: an avid 
reader on a wide range of subjects, from literature and 
history to nature and science, a great raconteur, a true 
sportsman, a lover of music, a flying instructor and 
first class pilot, and a world class champion canoeist. 

He was someone who seemed to excel at nearly 
everything he did. He was an excellent engineer 
with sharply honed expertise in the design and 
construction co-ordination of dams. He was also an 
expert on agricultural development, bulk water supply 
systems, drainage, irrigation and project management.   

Having gained a BSc and MSc in Agricultural 
Engineering from the University of Natal, Alick joined 
MBB Pietermaritzburg 26 years ago. He played a major 
role in the development of the business and character 
of this closely knit, happy and profitable company.  

“Alick influenced us on a daily basis.  He was fun to 
work with and had no hidden agendas,” commented 
Richard Robertson who opened MBB Pietermaritzburg 
in 1983.   Alick arrived on Richard’s birthday a year 
later and proved to be the gift of a life time.

A mentor to many young engineers, he gave of his 
time, skills and knowledge generously, encouraging 
new engineers to take responsibility for their projects 
and bolstering their self-confidence throughout the 
process.   He inspired, motivated and readily shared 
past mistakes to aid others’ learning. 

“For the last 20 years I have spent many hours a day 
with Alick in the office, on site and travelling to projects 
in Africa. There are not many people that one spends 
that amount of time with and I miss him tremendously.   
The Pietermaritzburg team feels we have not only 
lost a very competent associate but a member of our 
family,” commented Mark Zartmann, MD of MBB Pmb.

“He was a big picture 
person who could 
assimilate vast amounts of 
information and go straight 
to the crux of the problem. 
Alick was also adept 
at producing workable 
solutions, facilitating 
difficult meetings and 
promoting co-operation 
rather than conflict. These 
skills are invaluable in our 
line of work and something 

which very few people can accomplish. 

“He was a master at creating good relationships and 
was on friendly terms with a wide variety of people. His 
door was always open whether the problem was work 
related or personal; he was always willing to listen.  

“Fools, the arrogant or the narrow minded were not 
suffered gladly although he was rarely rude and I never 
saw him angry,” concluded Mark. 
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Alick on site at Ludeke 
Dam in the Eastern Cape 

during the early days of 
construction.

(Continued on the following page)

Alick – HIS LIFE AND HIS LEGACY
It is with tremendous 

sadness that we pen this 
tribute to Alick Rennie 

who was killed in a plane 
crash on Wednesday 
5th December 2013.  

Director of MBB 
Pietermaritzburg 

and Chairman of MSI 
Shareholders, this 

talented engineer and 
incredible human being 

leaves a huge gap 
in many lives.

Above left: Bulk water scheme in Zambia.

Above right: Mark Zartmann, Alick and 
Richard Robertson having a laugh.

Below: On board an IMS dredger.

Above: At Muda Dam in Mozambique (Richard 
Robertson, Alick Rennie, Tyler Bain and Andrew Pullin).
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Alick was also a successful farmer with a 
4000ha farming venture in the Underberg 
area.  The farm runs a herd of about 1000 
breeding cows, 500 Merino sheep, and is 
under potatoes and maize.  

His other interests were hiking, wildlife 
and bird photography, hang gliding, sailing, 
surfing and kayaking. He enjoyed wood and 
metal work, and tackling workshop projects 
such as building an aircraft with Iain and 
refurbishing a four-wheel drive vehicle.   

Alick – HIS LIFE AND HIS LEGACY

Below: At home in wild white water.

 CANOEIST

Alick was a world class canoeist and 
represented South Africa at the Olympic 
Games in Barcelona in 1992. He won 
numerous national titles in slalom and wild 
water, including the SA Slalom Canoeing 
Championship a few years ago. 

He served as Canoeing South Africa’s 
president and also headed up their slalom 
committee for many years.  He was a 
popular paddling personality and thrived 
on opportunities to pass on his immense 
knowledge, and love of canoeing, to younger 
paddlers and enjoyed seeing them blossom 
into eager, competitive athletes.

In 2013 Rennie won his age group in the 
Drak Challenge, competing in the two day 
race in flood conditions. Widely admired for 
his river skills, fiercely competitive and able 
to thrive in challenging, big water events 
such as the Duzi and Umkomaas Marathons.  
He was also an outstanding sportsman 
who would rather help a fellow canoeist in 
distress than win a race.  
  
The Drak Challenge Canoe Marathon, held 
at Underberg in January, instituted and 
bestowed the first Alick Rennie Fellowship 
Award in his memory.  This was awarded to a 
participant who scarified the race to rescue a 
fellow competitor, help him to safety and later 
assisting throughout the night to fix his boat. 

 FLIGHT

He was passionate about flying and as a 
highly experienced pilot with a commercial 
flying licence he was a tremendously popular 
instructor. 

“My Dad had a particular passion for 
advanced flying training, giving instruction 
in multi-engine and complex aircraft. 
Instrument flying and advanced operational 
flying were his forte; his training has saved 
many a life, including my own.  He also had 
a great capacity for helping pupils excel 
beyond their expectations,” commented Iain.

He loved to fly across Africa and travelled as 
far as Kenya and often flew his Piper Twin 
Comanche across Southern Africa to give 
MBB the edge on service delivery. Often 
transporting fellow engineers, this swift form 
of travel to isolated rural places cut costs, 
abolished fruitless and expensive hours of 
waiting for commercial connections and 
gave clients a fast, first rate service.  Today it 
still sets MBB apart from its competitors.

 FAMILY

As a dedicated family man he was intensely 
proud of his three children and loved them, 
and his wife Caron, deeply.  

Alick raised both children from a former 
marriage from the ages of 9 and 10, 
respectively.  Katy (22) is studying BSc in 
Geology and Applied Biology, and Iain (24) is 
completing his BSc in Agriculture Business 
and Science. 
  
“Dad spent the last twenty-four years doing 
everything to ensure Katy, myself and Gogo, 
my grandmother, were well cared for. In the 
early years Dad packed school lunches, 
cooked dinner and read us bedtime stories,” 
says Iain.

“As teenagers he helped us through the 
awkwardness of adolescence with gentle 
advice, support and motivation. In early 
adulthood he became my best friend, 
confidant and advisor.   Our relationship was 
extremely close and during the last few years 
my father became my brother.” 

“Dad and Katy were also exceptionally close, 
he coached her to win the SA ladies slalom 
title and compete overseas in the Junior 
World Championships. He was always there 
for her and they had an exceptional father 
daughter relationship.”

Our thanks to 
Iain Rennie, 
Richard Robertson and 
Mark Zartmann who 
enriched this tribute 
with their memories and 
words to Alick – a truly 
remarkable man.  

Above: A passion for flying - Alick and Iain in 
front with  Caron in the back.

Below: Some years ago - Alick with his 
beloved Katy.

Right: Caron, new born 
Alison and Alick.

Left: Iain riding 
Dad’s shoulders.


