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he first functional library within a 100 km 
radius has opened in the rural village of Mount 
Frere, 130 km north of Umtata, in the Eastern 

Cape. However, close to opening it displayed only bare 
shelves and no books.   

Bongi Shinga, book lover and director of ACER (Africa) 
Environmental Management Consultants, learned of 
the plight and spearheaded a campaign to raise funds 
and gather books. During a six week period, funds were 
donated which bought 110 books and a further 3,890 
books were donated by colleagues and friends.

Businesses and shops line the main street, which is 
practically the only street in Mount Frere, which serves 
a scattered population of about 8,000 people. Many 
had never used a library before. 

“This was an ideal opportunity to improve education in 
general, and reading and writing skills in particular,” 
commented Bongi.  “Another objective was to promote 
a culture of reading amongst all the people in the area.”

According to Principle Librarian, Sindi Cekwana, receiving 
4,000 books was a minor miracle.  “During April, the 
first full month of operation, over 450 people visited 
the library to read, learn and borrow books. Most of our 
users are school children and learners from the Ingwe 
Further Education and Training College and UNISA.”  

Bongi’s passion for books and libraries started when 
she went to university and encountered a library for the 
first time. “It introduced me to many different worlds and 

changed my life forever.  
Since that moment I have 
become a book lover 
and believe strongly that 
pens and books are the 
most powerful weapons 
to defeat poverty and 
ignorance. They help to 
form curious, intelligent 
and confident minds, as 

well as creating a spirit of understanding and providing 
a ladder to choice and freedom.” 

“So I sent a short email to most people in my address 
book explaining the situation and asked people to send 
the appeal on to friends and business associates. The 
response was heart warming and ACER helped to co-
ordinate the project as funds and books were received.     

“Childhood is the perfect time to develop a lifelong 
love of reading and build a good foundation for tertiary 
education. A book holds great power: it can help you 
travel the world, learn about different cultures, take you 
back thousands of years or transport you to a multitude 
of possible futures. Some visit the core of your heart and 
others the outer reaches of the universe,” concluded 
Bongi.

It is encouraging that South Africans – irrespective of 
race, religion or region – continue to open their hearts 
for children in unknown areas.  Mount Frere Library still 
desperately needs resources, such as study guides and 
reference books, like encyclopaedias. 
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The saying that “a reader today is a leader 
tomorrow” is truer now than ever
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information, visited the 
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first full month of operation

Should you feel moved to donate books, or give 
financial support to the library project, please 
contact Bongi at bongi.shinga@acerafrica.co.za  
Tel: 035 340 2715 or Cell: 079 953 8371Bongi Shinga, book lover 

and director of ACER 
(Africa) Environmental 

Management Consultants
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Ludeke Dam, one of the largest dams 
in the Eastern Cape was completed at 
the end of April and water started to be 
impounded at the beginning of April.

Situated on the border between KwaZulu- 
Natal and the Eastern Cape, Ludeke 
Dam is at the confluence of the Ludeke 
and kuNtlamvukazi rivers. It will store             
14. 5 billion litres of water when full, with 
a 140 hectare surface area. The main 
embankment is 40m high and built of clay 
with rock shell.  Even during a one in 50 
year drought the dam will yield 5,13 billion 
litres of water a year, providing a secure 
source of water to this remote, rural area. 

Ultimately the R1 billion Greater 
Mbizana Regional Bulk Water Supply 
Scheme, of which the dam forms a vital 
component, will supply 20 million litres 
of safe drinking water a day to 266,000 
people.  This will relieve the desperate 
water shortages in the Mbizana Region. 
Commercial and light industrial users, 
mostly in Bizana, will also benefit from 
having a secure source of water. 

The Alfred Nzo District Municipality 
appointed Umgeni Water as Implementing 
Agent for the R1 billion Greater Mbizana 
Regional Bulk Water Supply Scheme.  The 
project is funded by the Department of 
Water Affairs and the District Municipality.  
In turn MBB Consulting Engineers were 
appointed by Umgeni Water to design and 
manage the construction of the raw water 
supply component of the first phase of 
the project.

Ludeke Dam
COMPLETED

Over 50% of the population in rural 
Maphumulo, KwaZulu-Natal, are without 
a water supply and the remainder depend 
on small, unreliable schemes. The R212 
million Imvutshane Dam, which is about 
47% complete, is a key link in creating a 
dependable source of safe drinking water 
and ending water scarcity during winter and 
droughts.  

According to MBB Consulting Engineers 
Pietermaritzburg, appointed by Umgeni Water 
to design and supervise the construction of 
the 3.1 million cubic metre dam, the project 
offers some interesting challenges. 

The end of March marked a breakthrough 
on one of the challenges which faced the 
engineering team when a 2.4m diameter 
concrete pipe completed its journey through 
106m of rock. A large pot hole had caused 
foundation headaches for the large pipe that 
houses the water outlet pipes. MBB solved 
the problem, in a fairly cost effective way, by 
jacking the pipe through the adjacent, rocky 
prominence.   

“A powerful hydraulic jack pushed the 
concrete pipe through rock and earth, 
while excavation took place simultaneously.  
Workers regularly cleared soil and other 

debris from inside the pipe as the operation 
proceeded,” commented Tyler Bain, MBB’s 
Project Engineer.

“To ensure the concrete sleeve is water tight 
the gap between the pipe and the rock is 
sealed with cement grout.   The rock will also 
be grouted at places where fractures occur.  
Outlet pipes, that are being installed inside 
the main pipeline, will divert water away from 
the site during construction, while continuing 
to supply water to the treatment plant,” he 
continued.

DAM

Below: Ogee weir at Ludeke Dam with 
pedestrian access bridge and intake 
tower in the background. Water has 
been impounded since early April

BREAKTHROUGH

Above: Workers inside the 2.4m 
diameter concrete pipe which 

has been jacked 106m through a 
rocky hillside at Imvutshane Dam 

Right: Pipe jack team at the 
end of the excavation


