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rought conditions in the iLembe District 
Municipality, on KwaZulu-Natal’s North Coast, 
have left the population without a consistent 

and reliable water supply. Recent rains have relieved 
the situation to some extent but an emergency backup 
system to augment water in the Imvutshane River is still 
necessary.

Fast action by Umgeni Water, the public water services 
utility responsible for delivering water to the region, 
has tackled one of the affected areas, Maphumulo, at 
source. 

Work is nearing completion on an emergency system 
which will ensure the existing pump station in the 
Imvutshane River continues to operate at capacity, 
supplying potable water to over 100,000 people within 
rural communities.

The water fl ow in the Imvutshane River was insuffi cient 
to provide the bulk water pump station’s water 
requirements. Therefore, Umgeni Water appointed 
MBB Consulting Engineers Pietermaritzburg to fi nd a 
quick, effective solution to the problem.  
 
“The system we have designed offers a fast, effi cient 
and easy to implement scheme that provides an 
immediate, but temporary, solution,” commented 
Tyler Bain, Project Manager of MBB. The shortage is 
being mitigated by pumping water from the Hlimbitwa 
River, of which the Imvutshane River is a tributary.  Two 
pumps supply 250m3 (cubic meters) of water per hour, 
via 850m of pipeline, to the bulk water pump station.”

They are situated up river at the confl uence of the two 
rivers where water pools naturally. The pool’s volume 
has been increased by a temporary sandbag weir that 
blocks the main channel of the Himbitwa.  

“Saving time has been a vital component of the project, 
so materials were selected on availability rather than 
on optimal design.  The tight timeframe has meant that 
we have had to focus on a fast-track solution rather 
than a more considered long term solution, meaning 
that some standard engineering practices have been 
bypassed, without compromising safety.”  

“One of the benefi ts of having a wide range of engineering 
disciplines within a company is cross pollination of ideas 
and the ability to apply the most appropriate approach 
to a problem,” continued Tyler Bain. 
 
Umgeni Water, as bulk water supplier to iLembe, is 
the implementing agent for the extensive Maphumulo 
Bulk Water Supply Scheme.  This includes the new 
Maphumulo Water Treatment Plant, an extensive 
network of pump stations, bulk water supply pipelines, 
reservoirs for treated water and the Imvutshane Dam, 
the latter being a much needed raw water storage facility. 
 
MBB Consulting Engineers were appointed by Umgeni 
Water to design and implement the construction of 
the Imvutshane Dam which is planned for practical 
completion by the end of this year. This system has 
been designed to help prevent Maphumulo running dry 
in times of drought. 

“We have been able to employ specialist sub-contractors, 
who are already working near the site, to implement 
the emergency augmentation system. This has saved 
a signifi cant amount of time and made implementation 
much simpler as they are familiar with both the area’s 
conditions and the project’s requirements,” concluded 
Bain.  
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Andile Khumalo, MBB, in front of the pump station 
which delivers water into the Imvutshane River.

A section of the 
850m pipeline which 
will supply water to the 
main pump station in 
the Imvutshane River.
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Above: Hlimbitwa River 
abstraction works.

Left: These two pumps will 
deliver 250m3 per hour.
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FROM DIETER’S DESK
MSI, MBB and ACER would like to thank all 
our clients for their valued business during 
the past year as well as thank the many 
contractors we have worked with across 
South Africa.   Hopefully new friends have 
been made and new bonds forged which 
will last for many years to come.  

May the holiday season bring you, 
your family and friends much peace, 
happiness and some well earned 
relaxation.  If you are travelling, whether 
it’s to far flung places, or a few kilometres 
to your favourite beach, may you have a 
safe, trouble free journey.   

We wish you and your families good 
health, wealth and many opportunities in 
the New Year. While the current outlook 
may not look that favourable, we are 
reminded of Mahatma Gandhi who said 
“Adversity is the mother of progress”. It is 
with this positive attitude that we should 
all enter 2015. 

Best wishes 

Dieter

Tourist facility
to be completed by end November
At the end of November the Ndlambe Cannon 
Rocks accommodation and function facility 
will be completed and handed over by MBB 
Consulting Engineers to the Ndlambe Local 
Municipality.  

MBB is managing construction which 
recommenced in mid-August after over a 
year’s delay due to lack of funding.  

There are five chalets, each housing two units, 
which sleep two and four, respectively.  One 
of these has been equipped for the disabled 
with wheel chair ramps and special fittings.  
Interior decorators are currently hard at work 
creating cool, comfortable and soothing 
spaces which encourage relaxation,” said 
Pravesh Nosib MBB’s Project Director.

“The conference or function facility has a 
kitchen and can accommodate 50 to 70 
people. The complex has been landscaped, 
boasts paved walkways, a substantial parking 
area with car ports and a guard house. 

“At the beginning of August, MBB received 
funding from the National Department of 
Tourism to continue the implementation of the 
project.  The original group of subcontractors 
was reappointed and plans drawn up for 
additions to the project,” concludes Pravesh 
Nosib.  

The multifunction Ndlambe Tourism Facility 
will be maintained, marketed and managed 
by a public and private sector partnership.    

Originally there were three municipal 
houses on the site which form the core 
of the development. Creating holiday 
accommodation made sense as the unspoilt, 
serene sands of a magnificent beach are a 
mere 50 meters away.  The area is already 
a popular destination for kite surfers, kite 
boarders and anglers.

Situated about 5km from the small town 
of Cannon Rocks, 30km to the east of Port 
Alfred and within easy driving distance 
from Port Elizabeth and East London, the 
complex offers an idyllic tourist destination.

ACER greets the summer with the launch of its new logo.  Bright, cheerful colours echo 
the Africa sun and the company’s positive attitude towards delivering the best service to 
its clients.

Fresh modern imagery captures the fronds of a palm tree in abstract form and resonates 
with ACER’s previous two logos of palm tree and sun 
which served the company well for the past 23 years. 

The new look captures a new focus as ACER (Africa) 
Environmental Consultants move forward into a 
new era where we remain committed to our strong 
environmental ethos. 

ACER LOGO

Ndlambe Cannon Rocks Tourism 
facility offers five chalets each 
containing two units.

Idigenous landscaping has been used 
throughout the complex.


